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Wheels for Kenya
      What an exciting trip! Two hundred wheelchairs were once again gifted to our ministry through our 
partnership with Joni and Friends. This year those chairs joined the twenty remaining wheelchairs from our 
last trip along with 1,400 pair of eyeglasses (donated from the Lion’s Club). Our team of volunteers not only 
included the therapists, mechanics and support, but also an incredibly gifted musician (Ken Medema, who is 
blind), an Optometrist, an Optician, and a General Surgeon and Family Nurse Practitioner (DNP) who were 
working in country with Samaritan’s Purse.  
      This year, we had the opportunity to minister to people with visual disabilities by giving a concert and eye 
exams at three different schools for the blind, as well as standard eye care to our wheelchair recipients. The 
people we served received a “blessing bag,” containing a book and a Bible, and many people benefited from 
new glasses to assist them in clearly seeing the print. 
      On arrival, we joined our Kenyan partners from Kings Ambassadors in Nairobi. Our Kenyan team traveled 
and worked alongside us, giving vital support with translating, cooking, working as mechanics and in the 
shop as well as many other roles.  Their friendship and work in service to God was an invaluable blessing.  
Local pastors presented the gospel and many made decisions to follow Jesus.  One hundred eighty-seven 
wheelchairs were custom fit and many walkers, crutches and canes were provided.  It was a thrilling to see a 
little boy be able to stand and play with support of his walker for the first time and kick a soccer ball with his 
brother.  The squeals of excitement and joy made us pause and join in the celebration. Everyone served is a 
celebration, but the celebrations don’t end there - do not forget the Luke 14 Parties to celebrate the disabled at 
each location. One gentleman remarked that his wheelchair was a wonderful gift, but the love he had felt and 
the words of hope and encouragement that he has been given were the best gifts which blessed his heart. 
  

Leaders:  Larry and Darlene LaPlue 
Therapists:  Patti Ball, Martha Startup, Rachel Ward, and Debbie 

Salansky 
Mechanics/Workshop:  Greg Salansky, Landry Evans, Nathan 
Hitchcock, Andrea Kessler, Gary Salansky and Matte Salansky 

Medical:  Teana Weems, Rebecca Brimer, Amy Hitchcock 
Support:  Bethany Brown (storyteller), Lauren Ball (photographer), 
Cherie Huffman (receptionist), Kirsten Temple (therapy assistant) 

Vision:  Angie Dabbs, April Suplee 
Musician:  Ken Medema, Beverly Vandermolen 

 
GROUND SUPPORT:   This team of VIP’s is too numerous to begin 

to name.  Their work, prayer and gifts traveled to Kenya and 
without them this trip would have never been possible.  So many 
have given so much to support this work -  in giving of their time 

and resources to acquire the blessing bag needs, to sort and 
organize and pack them.  For supplies needed with the 

wheelchair conversions and insert design. Others donated fabric 
and sewed for hours making seat covers and cloth restraints for 

WC adaptation.  There were donors for electrical tools and 
instruction to operate safely in the electrical conversion needs to 
keep the team safe and productive. Transportation was donated 

from our neighboring churches, while drivers donated their time 
away from their family in order to transport the team to and 
from the airport.  Many gave financial support to help with 

scholarships and to support the costs of the shipment of the crate 
to Kenya. 

 
Many have given worn or unneeded equipment like wheelchairs, 

walkers, canes to be restored and shipped overseas. 
 

                                                         

Prayer Cards: This year was the first year each wheelchair was 
numbered and given a corresponding prayer card assigned to a 

prayer warrior. What a success!! What power from prayer 
was generated and we have been blessed by the reaction to those 
praying when in seeing a photo of the recipient and family of the 

wheelchair number they were praying for on this trip. The 
general response is not “that was great, I am glad to see who I was 
praying for”… but a genuine “WOW, I am going to keep praying 

for them!”  How wonderful this has been used in connecting 
people to people and how powerful prayer is to change us all. 

 
Please continue to pray with us for Wheels For Kenya: 

-Pray for God to lead in selecting next years outreach sites and 
each person to be served 

-God to provide vision, wisdom and unity for the Luke 14 Board 
and Advisory team as well as the 

Kenyan leadership to guide our work 
-Clarification and understanding with multicultural 

communication 
-Preparing the way for the next team members 
-Supplying the financial needs for the trip             

2019 Luke 14 Team

Thank YOU for supporting this ministry and 
investing your resources in the Kingdom of God. 

  



Camp Celebrate
       Can I just tell you that Camp Celebrate is a Family? 
      After a very, very busy Spring (throwing the Luke 14 
Party for nearly 1,000 guests, taking a team of 25 to Africa to 
minister with Wheels for Kenya, and welcoming our first 
granddaughter all the way in New Mexico), I was ready to 
spend a week away with my people! And what an amazing 
week it was!  Everybody seemed so eager and excited to be 
together again.  Just like family, we all had different 
experiences to share with each other: some beautiful, some 
sad, some funny, some heart-wrenching.  But we shared it 
all, weeping with those who were weeping and rejoicing 
with those who were rejoicing -- just like family. 
      As we shared our hearts, we were taught and challenged 
with a new word - Eucharisteo, a Greek word that means "to 
give thanks."Learning to do that in the middle of difficult 
circumstances was a challenge to campers and volunteers 
alike.  We heard that Eucharisteo often precedes miracles as 
when Daniel gave thanks and was spared from death by 
lions . . . as when Jesus gave thanks for a piddly 2 fish and 5 
pieces of bread for lunch for 5,000 and it became enough. 
Eucharisteo may not change our circumstances, but it will 
change how we look at them. 
                                                               

    Over the course of the week, as we shared together, 
learned together, prayed together, wept together, danced 
together, and laughed hilariously together, healing took 
place.  Rest came.  Refreshment came as hearts connected 
to each other and to our great, all-caring God. Communion 
was restored with Him as we gave thanks and 
acknowledged His Lordship over everything - even when 
we don't understand.  We truly "entered into His gates 
with Thanksgiving."  He walked among us and we left the 
mountain with tired but radiant faces because  we had 
been with Him! 
     Ann Voskamp says "The brave who focus on all things 
good and all things beautiful and all things true, even in 
the small, who give thanks for it and discover JOY even in 
the here and now, they are the change agents who bring 
fullest Light to all the world." 
     Lord, teach us and use us to be "Change agents" in this 
world that needs You so!    
                                                               



Jesus Kids
In Nigeria, Jesus Kids: Home for the Disabled continues to provide essential care to children 
subject to neglect, abuse, and ostracization due to their disabilities. By God’s grace, Luke 14 
Ministries has been supporting Jesus Kids this year in creating stronger accounting systems 
and organizational structure. Thanks to donors, we have been able to assist with medical 
needs, personnel salaries, and school fees while continuing towards completion of our main 
project: the construction of a new living facility. God has led us through many obstacles on 
this journey, but the building is nearly ready for the children to move in! After the children 
have moved into the two buildings now available, work on the second half of 
the housing unit will continue. Your support in the continuation of this 
important project is appreciated! 
 
This summer we created an advisory committee to guide 
decisions in regards to Luke 14 Ministries relationship 
and interactions with Jesus Kids. Please pray for 
wisdom for this team in supporting and advising Jesus 
Kids in the establishment of organizational structures, 
as well as for provision in the completion of the 
housing unit, and for continued protection for each 
child living at Jesus Kids! We have a started a 
monthly conference call to allow people all across 
the world to unite in prayer for these precious ones. 
Please email leeanne@luke14ministries.net with 
your email and phone number to join the prayer 
chain and get information about the next prayer meeting! 
 

Luke 14 Party
           As I look back on the 15th Luke 14 Party, 
 I find myself thinking of the faithfulness God has   shown to this ministry and the friends we 
serve. Every day of our preparation, God showed His  faithfulness in every detail, small and 
large, and allowed us to share His love with over a thousand people. At every step, as we set 
to work, we found a faithful God waiting to guide our path. 
      Throwing a party for our friends with disabilities is a challenge. There were a million tiny 
details we had to consider, from making sure the door to the Wonders of the Smokies room 
was wide enough for wheelchairs to fit through to considering how to allow friends who are 
stimulated by light and sound to experience the wonders of the storm. Every decision we 
made was carefully considered, but God provided the wisdom and creativity needed to bring 
His wonder to life. 
      And it showed. 
      To walk (or roll) into Manley Baptist Church for the Luke 14 Party was to be transported to 
a showcase of Wonder. Around every corner, guests were amazed by visual displays of the 
power of God's creation. Every moment, every volunteer, every disability, and every blessing 
affirmed the glory of God. For a few hours, disability and limitations were replaced by the 
wonder of fellowship and love. Watching our friends and volunteers come together to 
celebrate our Lord and King revealed the Wonder we worked so hard to show. 
      All of our work served to amplify the inherent wonder of our King. In showing the 
wonders of the sea, the wonder of the creator was highlighted. In showing the wonders of the 
storm, we showed the wonder of his power. In showing the wonders of the Smokies, we 
showed the wonder of his beauty. In sharing the Wonders of Creation, we were filled with 
wonder at the faithfulness of our God.  

       "Morning by morning I wake up to find 
The power and comfort of God's hand in mine 

Season by season I watch Him, amazed 
In awe of the mystery of His perfect ways 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 

He's always been faithful to me." 
"He's Always Been Faithful," Sara Evans 


